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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 4/5/04 is noted. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. Accordingly, 
the examiner is considering the information disclosure statement. 

35 USC § 112, 6 th Paragraph 

2. Claims 1, 4, 8, 12, 17, and 18 are written in "means plus function" form and since 
they meet the analysis set forth in MPEP 2181, the Examiner assumes that applicant 
wishes to invoke 35 USC § 1 12, paragraph 6. 

3. Claims 5, 6, 9, 10, 13, 14, and 19 attempt to use a "means" clause to recite a 
claim element as a means for performing a specified function, however, since this 
language does not meet the analysis set forth in MPEP 2181, i.e. "means for" or "step 
for" is not being used, or no function is set forth, or too much structure is set forth, the 
Examiner assumes that applicant does not wish to invoke 35 USC § 1 12, paragraph 6. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 3 recites the limitation "first organizer panel" in line 2. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-5, 8, 9, 12, 13 and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Golenz (US D432,490) in view of Stewart (US 5,503,316), and further 
in view of Crabill (US 2001/0054630). 

Regarding claims 1, 8, and 12, Golenz discloses an organizer attachment for a 
vehicle sun visor having inside and outside major visor surfaces, the sun visor being 
pivotable between a raised position wherein the inside visor surface resides adjacent an 
interior ceiling of the vehicle and a lowered position wherein the outside visor surface 
resides adjacent a front windshield of the vehicle, said organizer attachment comprising: 
an organizer panel having opposing inside (J & C, Figure 1 below) and outside (G & D, 
Figure 2 below) major panel surfaces, at least one of said inside and outside panel 
surfaces defining an object storage area; at least one strap (K, Figure 2 below) adapted 
for extending across at least one of the inside and outside major visor surfaces of the 
sun visor; and means (J, C, D, or H, Figures below) located in said object storage area 
for carrying objects for ready access and use by an occupant of the vehicle. 

Golenz does not disclose a fastener wrap attached to said at least one strap, the 
fastener wrap including releasable fastener means for engaging and releasably 
securing said organizer panel to the vehicle sun visor. 



Application/Control Number: 10/783,403 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3727 

Now, Stewart discloses an attachment (10) mounted to a vehicle sun visor via a 
strap that wraps around the visor (Figure 4). Stewart teaches that the attachment is 
removeably attached to the strap using hook-and-loop type fasteners (66), allowing a 
user to quickly and conveniently remove the carrier from the visor (col. 1 lines 39-40). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the organizer attachment of Golenz by removeably attaching the 
organizer panel to the visor-strap using hook-and-loop type fasteners, as taught by 
Stewart, in order to make it easier and more convenient for a user to remove the 
organizer panel from the visor. 

The art as applied above still does not discloses a fastener wrap attached to said 
at least one strap, the fastener wrap including releasable fastener means for engaging 
and releasably securing said organizer panel to the vehicle sun visor. Crabill, however, 
also discloses an attachment releasably secured to a strap using hook-and-loop type 
fasteners. Crabill teaches that a fastener wrap including hook-and-loop type fasteners 
may be wrapped around the strap, the attachment then fastened to the fastener wrap, 
thus releasably securing the attachment to the strap. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
organizer attachment of Golenz in view of Stewart, by using a fastener wrap, as taught 
by Crabill, rather than applying hook-and-loop type fasteners directly to both the strap 
and the organizer panel, in order to allow a user to quickly and conveniently remove the 
organizer attachment from the visor. 




Regarding claim 2, the inside and outside panel surfaces of the organizer panel 
of Golenz in view of Stewart, and further in view of Crabill define respective first and 
second object storage areas (J &C, Figure 1 above) for carrying objects for ready 
access and use by an occupant of the vehicle, effectively satisfying the limitations of the 
claim. 

Regarding claims 3 and 16, the organizer attachment of Golenz in view of 
Stewart, and further in view of Crabill comprises a second organizer panel (A, Figure 1 
above) attached along a longitudinal edge (B, Figure 1 above) of said first organizer 
panel, and having opposing inside and outside major panel surfaces comprising 
respective second and third object storage areas (C & D, Figures above), said second 
organizer panel adapted for pivoting movement between a closed position wherein said 
second object storage area overlies said first object storage area, and an open position 
for accessing each of said first and second object storage areas, and said third object 
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storage area being accessible in both the open and closed positions of said second 
organizer panel, effectively satisfying the limitations of the claim. 

Regarding claims 4 and 17, the organizer attachment of Golenz in view of 
Stewart, and further in view of Crabill includes a means (G, Figure 3 above) for 
releasably holding the second organizer panel in the closed position, effectively 
satisfying the limitations of the claim. 

Regarding claims 5, 9, and 13, the organizer attachment of Golenz in view of 
Stewart, and further in view of Crabill includes means for carrying objects, the means 
comprising a plurality of sleeves (H, Figure 1 above) adapted for receiving and storing 
respective compact disks, effectively satisfying the limitations of the claims. 

Regarding claim 18, the organizer attachment of Golenz in view of Stewart, and 
further in view of Crabill comprises means (pockets, C & D, Figures above) located in 
said second and third object storage areas for carrying objects for ready access and 
use by an occupant of the vehicle. 

Regarding claims 19 and 20, the organizer attachment of Golenz in view of 
Stewart, and further in view of Crabill does not disclose the second and third object 
storage areas each having a plurality of sleeves for holding compact disks or a plurality 
of utility pockets each having an elastic opening, however, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to place 
additional compact disk sleeves or utility pockets on the second and third object storage 
areas in order to allow a user to store more objects, and to allow their storage on more 
than just one of the four available panels. Examiner takes the position that rearranging 
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the various utility pockets and compact disk sleeves among the organizer panels 
involves only routine skill in the art. 

8. Claims 6, 7, 10, 11, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the art as applied to claims 1 , 8, and 12 in paragraph 7 above in view 
of Harbison (US 4,781,409), and further in view of Godshaw (US 6,742,636). 

Regarding claims 6, 10, and 14, the art as applied to claims 1 , 8, and 12 in 
paragraph 7 above discloses the claimed invention except for there being a plurality of 
utility pockets, each having an elastic opening. 

Harbison, however, teaches that it is known in the art to provide a plurality of 
utility pockets on a panel of an organizer attachment for a vehicle sun visor (Figures 1 
and 2). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the organizer attachment of the art as applied to claims 1 , 
8, and 12 in paragraph 7 above by forming more than the one utility pocket, as taught 
by Harbison, on any of the organizer panels currently having only one utility pocket, as 
taught by Golenz, allowing a user to better store and organizer a greater number of 
objects on their vehicle sun visor. 

Now, Godshaw discloses a carrying bag, but more particularly, discloses a utility 
pocket (70) on the bag that is formed with an elastic opening (76). Godshaw teaches 
that forming a pocket with this elastic opening helps to retain items within the pocket 
(col. 3 lines 25-27). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the organizer attachment of the art as 
applied to claims 1, 8, and 12 in paragraph 7 above by forming the utility pockets with 
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an elastic opening, as taught by Godshaw, in order to better retain objects with the 
pockets, the elastic helping to prevent object from falling out of the pockets. 

Regarding claims 7, 11, and 15, the utility pockets of Golenz are shown to have 
openings extending along lateral dimensions of the organizer panel. Similarly, those of 
Harbison (Figure 2) are also shown to having openings extending along lateral 
dimensions of the organizer panel. Therefore, when forming the openings of the utility 
pockets of the art as applied to claims 1, 8, and 12 in paragraph 7 above in view of 
Harbison to include elastic, the elastic openings would in fact be along a lateral 
dimension of the organizer panel, effectively satisfying the limitations of the claims. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin M. Larson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8649. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J. Newhouse can be reached on (571) 272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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